
LETTER BY LARNIE FOX 
TO THE BENICIA CITY COUNCIL ON AT-LARGE v. DISTRICT VOTING IN BENICIA 
January 21, 2020 
 
Dear City Council Member ~  
 
I am writing in opposition to any attempt to change Benicia’s voting system from “at large” to “by 
district”. This issue has been confusing, and the threat of possible lawsuits against the City appears to be 
serious. The arguments against such a switch are obvious. We are a small, homogeneous town with no 
known history of “racially polarized voting”, unlike the other towns that have been successfully sued. 
Our demographics are more like those of Huntington Beach ~ which has so far avoided a suit by 
responding vigorously to the initial threatening letter.  
 
I agree with the intent of the CVRA, and would be in favor of switching to “by district” voting if I lived in 
a larger town such as Vallejo or Richmond with more racial concentration and greater disparities 
between areas of poverty and wealth. Switching to “by district” voting makes sense for many 
communities in the state, but not for us.  
 
I and many of my fellow townspeople have felt intimidated by possible legal actions against us if we fail 
to make this switch, but we have been much reassured by Attorney Terry Mollica’s well-researched 
letter to the Council of January 20, 2020. I’m grateful for his work on this important issue, and I urge 
Council and City Staff to follow his recommendations.  
 
The switch would be expensive and counter-productive. I don’t know if my newly-minted district would 
produce candidates that would best represent my interests. I fear that there would not be a competitive 
election, and possibly my Councilmember would be appointed by the Council.  
 
I want my vote to count.  
 
Let’s have some backbone as a community and stand up to this threat from outside interests ~ as we 
have done in the past to other threats from other outside interests.  
 
Please do not vote to change Benicia’s voting system from “at large” to “by district”.  
 
Thanks so much for all your hard work on our behalf ~ it is appreciated.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Larnie Fox 
Benicia 


