



















































































would further threaten public safety and public health and put communities at further risk of
devaluation and loss.

B. Appoint a Select Oversight Committee with representatives from fenceline communities,
charged with receiving and coordinating timely assessments and recommendations from
regulators, responsible agencies and the legislature to improve rail and pipeline transport safety
in California of shipments of hazmat, crude oil and other fossil fuels and to provide oversight of
the regulatory review process, consulting with the Dept. of Justice, to better protect the health
and safety of communities, regional air quality, surrounding lands and waters from the risks
posed by increased processing of unconventional crude oil.

The Select Oversight Committee would:

@) Coordinate research and current data on rail safety with DOT regulators,
specifically, with regard to particular dangers associated with the transport of Bakken and tar
sands crude;

(2)  Closely consult with RR companies to assess current RR operations, rail route
conditions and safety of rail bridges and above grade crossings;

(3)  Perform “credible worst case” scenarios with emergency responders involving
existing regional “Emergency Response and Spill Preventions™ organizations for pipeline and
ship accidents and recommend appropriate organizational structure to address and respond to
emergencies involving rail transport of hazmat, crude oil and other fossil fuels;

(4)  Assess vulnerabilities of rail, pipeline and other infrastructure with regard to
terrorism (e.g., where and how facilities, terminals, transport infrastructure are inordinately
exposed to random vandalism and planned attack) and recommend protective/safety upgrades to
protect communities and high value assets, both private and public;

(5)  Closely monitor and ensure that appropriate regulatory agencies make timely
comment on all local/county CEQA reviews of projects involving rail transport of fossil fuels
and that such comments are provided for public benefit during the official public comment
period;

(6)  Coordinate with emergency responders to determine their capabilities and
shortfalls with regard to handling accidents and incidents involving transport and processing of
unconventional crude and other fossil fuels;

@) Ensure that regional and county transportation plans focus on the problems of rail
transport of crude oil and other fossil fuels while advocating and promoting increasing use of rail
for other freight and passenger service. (For example, Solano Transportation Authority 2012
Report did not identify proposed transport of crude oil by rail as part of the mix of increased
freight transport by RR companies); '
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(8)  Make assessments and recommendations for policy changes to the appropriate
legislative bodies and DOT as necessary; and

(9)  Report finding of the Select Oversight Committee on a regular basis to the state
legislature, appropriate agencies, state and county officials and the public.

We have provided our primary concerns, requests and recommendations in the spirit of “good
government for all,” with a vote of confidence in your understanding of the enormous challenges
that our California communities face immediately and in the future with respect to our State’s
continuing dependence on fossil fuels and the urgent need to resolve the issues for the health and
safety of the people and for the sake of all life on earth.

Respectfully submitted for your consideration,

BEWOR A SAFE AND HEALTHY COMMUNITY

e
By: | W&M

Name: Marilyn d

cc

Martinez Environmental Group
Crockett-Rodeo United to Defend the Environment
Richmond Progressive Alliance

Richmond Environmental Justice Coalition
Pittsburg Defense Council

Pittsburg Ethics Council

Sunflower Alliance

350 Bay Area

Natural Resources Defense Council

Sierra Club

Communities for a Better Environment
ForestEthics

Idle No More

Asia Pacific Environmental Network

US Congress:  Hon. Diane Feinstein, Senate

Hon. Barbara Boxer, Senate

House of Representatives, All members of the California Delegation
California Legislature: All members of the California Senate and Assembly
County Boards of Supervisors: Contra Costa, Alameda, Solano, Yolo, Sacramento, Placer
Jack Broadbent, Director, Bay Area Air Quality Management District
John Gioia, BAAQMD Board member & Chair, Stationary Source Committee;

Board member, California Air Resources Board (CARB)

Mayors of: Benicia, Pittsburg, Martinez, Richmond, Berkeley, Oakland,

Davis, Sacramento, Roseville.
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NOTES:

! Mark Schwartz, Stanford News. (Feb, 26, 2014), Stanford scientist unveils 50-state plan to transform U.S. to
renewable energy.(Mark Jacobson, professor of civil and environmental engineering)

% Chevron Refinery (Richmond) “Modernization Project”, Valero Refinery (Benicia) “Crude By Rail Project”, Phillips
66 Refinery (Rodeo) “Propane Recovery Project”, Shell Refinery (Martinez) “GHG Reduction Project”, Wespac LLC
“Pittsburg Energy Infrastructure Project”, Kinder Morgan (Richmond) “Qil Rail Terminal Expansion”, Tesoro Golden
Eagle Refinery “Qil Terminal Expansion”, Phillips 66 (Santa Maria) “Rail Spur Expansion Project”, Plains All American
(Bakersfield) “Crude By Rail Terminal Plan”.

3 Andrew Nikiforuk, “Tar Sands: Dirty Oil and the Future of a Continent”, 2009; David Suzuki Foundation, “bitumen
is one of the most water-intensive hydrocarbons on the planet...On average, the open-pit mines require twelve
barrels of water to make one barrel of molasses-like bitumen.”, p. 63. “Planned expansions could bring the total to
3.3 barrels [of fresh water] per year, a volume that Natural Resources Canada website admits ‘would not be
sustainable because the Athabasca River does not have sufficient flows.’, p. 65. “... every barrel of bitumen
produced from the tar sands creates, on average, three times more carbon dioxide emissions (187 Ibs.) than a
barrel of normal [conventional] crude (62 Ibs.).” p. 129. Various methods are used for upgrading bitumen to allow
it to flow in pipelines and be transported by rail. Alberta tar sands vast network of mining operations are the
largest industrial project in the world, encompassing 125,000 - 250,000 sq. miles of once pristine boreal forest and
the watersheds of three mighty rivers that flow to the Arctic.

* Fracking chemicals in spotlight as regulators investigate rail car corrosion and flammability of North Dakota crude
| Financial Post. Bloomberg News. Aug. 12, 2013.

* For information on the economic prospects and environmental impacts of extracting and processing
unconventional crude types found in the U.S. see Richard Heinberg, Snake Oil: How Fracking’s False Promise of
Plenty Imperils Qur Future (Post Carbon Institute, 2013). This thorough investigative analysis refutes industry hype,
using statistics from the US Energy Administration (EIA) including the EIA’s recent prediction that unconventional
oil supply will experience historic decline within this decade. This prediction, based on current production levels
for existing shale and gas in the U.S,, raises the question of the actual economic reality of the “boom” that current
oil industry promotion campaigns describe for “inexhaustible oil reserves” found in extensive, often very deep,
shale formations of the Midwest, Texas, New York and California. The real test of this claint is how much supply of
tight oil can be extracted at what cost, and thus, the “energy return on energy invested” or “EROEI”. The overall
high costs of energy and resources for the extraction processes are huge and are offset now by favorable pricing
discounts such as offered by the Canadian government for “upgraded” tar sands bitumen.

8 Eric Konigsberg, “Kuwait on the Prairie”, The New Yorker, April 25, 2011 North Dakota, Oil, and the Energy Crisis :
The New Yorker,

7 carol Linnitt, New Report Names Alberta Qilsands as Highest Cost, Highest Risk Investment in Qil Sector
DeSmogCanada, May 8, 2014; see also: Financial specialists making carbon investment risk real today in the capital
market | Carbon Tracker Initiative, Carbon Supply Cost Curves: Evaluating financial risk to oil capital expenditures;
Louis Sahagun, LA Times - U.S. officials cut estimate of recoverable Monterey Shale oil by 96%., Los Angeles Times,
May 20, 2014.

8 John Cox, “Increased Oil Train Traffic Raises Potential For Safety Challenges”, Bakersfield Californian”, May 26,
2014. Bakersfield High School.

? Natural Resources Defensive Council, Fact Sheet on Valero Crude By Rail Project, July 19, 2013 (Appendix)

1% Greenhouse Gas Accounting Protocols — ICLE] Local Governments for Sustainability USA

1 Us Dept. of Transportation Emergency Order, Docket No. DOT-OST-2014-0067, May 7, 2014. Also DOT: Safety
Action Plan for Hazardous Materials Safety | Federal Railroad Administration, May 20, 2014.

12 Jay Mouawad, Despite Orders, Federal Tank-Car Safety Measures Are Slow in Coming - NYTimes.com, The New
York Times, May 8, 2014.

3 |bid. “...railroad officials, point out that these newer cars - known as CPC 1232s .-. have also failed in recent
crashes.”

Page 9 of 10



¥lac Megantic, Quebec, July 6, 2013; Aliceville, AL, November 8, 2013; Casselton, ND, December 31, 2013; Plaster
Rock, New Brunswick, January 7, 2014; Philadelphia, PA, January 20, 2014; Lynchburg, VA, April 30, 2014; LaSalle,
CO, May 6, 2014.

 David Thomas, Refiners’ lobby says DOT-111 is “fine” for shipping Bakken crude | Railway Age. Railway Age, May
19, 2014.

16 1):
Ibid.
7us Dept. Of Transportation Emergency Order, Docket No. DOOST-2014-0067, May 7, 2014. Also DOT: Safety

Action Plan for Hazardous Materials Safety | Federal Railroad Administration. May 20, 2014.

18 David Shaffer and Susan Hogan, Casselton, N.D. residents flee town after oil train explosion | StarTribune.
StarTribune, December 31, 2013, updated.

*® The Environmental Protection Agency, EPA Response to Enbridge Spill in Michigan | US EPA

% Jaquie McNish and Grant Robertson, The deadly secret behind the Lac-Mégantic inferno - The Globe and Mail,

The Globe and Mail, January 16, 2014.
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| (6/30/2014) Amy Million - No crude oil Page 1

From: patty eastman <beniciapatty@icloud.com>

To: "amy.million@ci.benicia.ca.us" <amy.million@ci.benicia.ca.us>
Date: 6/29/2014 4:53 PM

Subject: No crude oll

| am very concerned that the board is even considering letting Valero import 70,000 barrels of crude oil
into our community. Please stand up for the community and residents against big money giant Valero.
Risk of environmental pollution, explosions, increase of dangerous rail traffic is not worth the few jobs this
may create.

Thank you. Long time Benicia resident.

Sent from my iPad Patty Eastman R ECEIVE D
JUN 30 2014

CITY OF BENICIA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
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Amy Million - Support For Valero's Crude By Rail Infrastructure Project

From: "Charles M Graham" <charlesgraham08@comcast.net> ECEIVE

To: <amillion@ci.benicia.ca.us>, <bkilger@ci.benicia.ca.us> R D
Date: 6/29/2014 6:18 PM JUN 30 201
Subject: Support For Valero's Crude By Rail Infrastructure Project

CC: <info@beniciaCBR.com> CITY OF BENICIA
. .| .COMMUNITY.DEVELOPMENT

Dear Sir/Madame,

As a resident of Benicia | wish to express my support for the Valero Crude By Rail Infrastructure Project (Project).
Valero makes a significant financial contribution and shows great support for the City of Benicia. The success of
Valero is very important to our community and we need to support this vital project. This project not only
creates good jobs it makes good business sense for Valero which in turn makes sense for Benicia. The success of
the Valero refinery in Benicia has a direct impact on the success of Benicia as a financially stable City thatis a
great place to live! Valero is our partner and we need to support this project!

Regards,
Charles M Graham
678 Addison Ct

Benicia, CA 94510
(H) 707-297-6877

file://C:\Documents and Settings\million\Local Settings\Temp\XP erowise\53B05886BENI... 6/30/2014
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Amy Million - Valero/Crude oil

'R ECEIVE D
From: Barrie ROBINSON <bkr@Berkeley.edu> JUN 30 201

To: <AMillion@ci.benicia.ca.us>

Date: 6/30/2014 10:26 AM CITY OF BENICIA
Subject: Valero/Crude oil COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

As a long time Benicia resident, the prospect of volatile crude oil being imported through our beautiful
town is unacceptable. The many derailments, explosions, and spills that have already occurred is
evidence that this is NOT SAFE and can cause disastrous consequences for communities and the
environment. It is time for the community to take a firm stand for safety and health. THis is the prime
function of government. Violating that trust is cause for any council member that votes to allow this
travesty to be either recalled or voted out at the next election.

Barrie Robinson

Barrie K. Robinson, M.S.S.W.
Field Consultant/Lecturer

School of Social Welfare
University of California, Berkeley
120 Haviland Hall #7400
Berkeley, CA 94720-7400
510-642-7176

file:/C:\Documents and Settings\million\Local Settings\Temp\XPgrpwise\53B13B43BEN... 6/30/2014
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Amy Million - In support of Valero's Crude by Rail Project...

From: Cara Bateman <cara n@yahoo.com>

To: "amillion@eci.benicia.ca.us" <amillion@ci.benicia.ca.us>, "bkilger@ci.ben...
Date: 6/30/2014 12:48 PM
Subject: In support of Valero's Crude by Rail Project... ECEIVE
Ce: "info@beniciacbr.com" <info@beniciacbr.com>
| JUN-3-0-2014
CITY OF BENICIA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

To whomever this may concern:

After working in the environmental remediation and regulatory compliance field
for the better part of the last 20 years and reading every report, comment, and
miscellaneous document posted on the City's Valero Crude by Rail webpage, |
fully understand the implications of Valero's proposed Crude by Rail project and |
support it 110%. Obviously nothing comes without risk, but | believe that Valero
is fully prepared to continue to manage their risk in a manner that has, time and
time again, consistently exceeded industry standards.

Valero has always been very generous to the City of Benicia and my family and |
look forward our partnership continuing to strengthen for years to come.

Thank you for your time,

Cara Bateman
Benicia Resident

file://C:\Documents and Settines\million\Local Settings\Temn\XPernwise\5S3B15C8BBEN... 6/30/2014



| (6/30/2014) Amy Million - Crude oil in Benica '  Paget|

R ECEIVE D
From: Joyce <jrmd2@comcast.net> 014

To: "AMillion@ci.benicia.ca.us" <AMillion@ci.benicia.ca.us> JUN 30 2

Date: 6/30/2014 5:34 PM CITY OF BENIGIA
Subject: Crude oil in Benicia COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Against transport of crude oil by train--not to Benicia. There are no safeguards in place against accidents
and no emergency contingency plans.

| oppose city council supporting Valero on this.

Joyce Resnick, M.D.
Long time Benicia Resident

Sent from my iPad
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Amy Million - Oil Transport

From: "Wayne Evans" <wwevans@elease.com>

To: <AMillion@ci.benicia.ca.us> R ECEIVE D

Date: 7/1/2014 10:50 AM

Subject: Oil Transport JUL 01 2014

CC: <bkilger@ci.benicia.ca.us> ) CITY OF BENICIA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Dear Ms. Million,

It is with a great deal of consternation that I've learned and understand the Benicia Planning Commission is
even considering allowing the transport of thousands of gallons of crude oil through our pristine community.

1. Have you forgotten the oil train derailment in Lac Megantic, Quebec only a year ago; 47 lives lost and
hundreds of millions in damages to their community.

2. Casselton, ND where a derailment last December spilled 400,000 gallons causing a huge explosion and
the evacuation of 1,400 homes.

3. There’s also the derailment and crude oil spill in Aliceville, AL last March which has permanently
damaged thousands of acres of wetlands and led to an ecological nightmare.

The three mention above, which have occurred in the last year, are just the most recent. Go back 10 years and
look at the number of oil train derailments causing unimaginable disasters. Please reconsider this foolhardy and
poorly conceived plan.

Very Truly Yours,

Wayne W. Evans
Benicia Resident

Wayne Wright Evans
(707) 751-1888 telephone
(707) 751-1881 fax

(415) 652-4299 mobile

wwevans@elease.com

file:///C:/Users/million/AppData/Local/Temp/XPgrpwise/53B2928 DBENICIA-GWBENICI... 7/1/2014
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Amy Million - Vallero Crude by Rail

RECEIVE

From: <gpyuhas@comcast.net> JUL 01 201 D
To: Amy Million <amillion@ci.benicia.ca.us>, and Brad Kilger <bkilger@ci.ben... 4

Date: 7/1/2014 1:20 PM

Subject: Vallero Crude by Rail COMMCJLTT(\)'FDEEEI'_%QMENT

On June 30, 2014, | attended Valero’s public meeting, held at the Ironworkers’ hall, to learn about
Valero’s plan to receive light sweet crude oil (low density, low sulfur crude) from the Bakken formation in
North Dakota. The meeting was well attended; Ironworkers Local 378 President, Bobby Lux, set the tone
and Valero’s John Hill and Donald Cuffel made very professional and informative presentations.

If one purpose of the meeting was to inspire the public to look at the big picture and reach our own
conclusions about the proposal, then it was successful. Like it or not, we all depend on petroleum
products and unless we manage those resources more effectively than we have in the past, we’ll damage
ourselves and the earth we live on.

Thanks to the City of Benicia we have a draft Environmental Impact Report, the Times-Herald for several
articles and the amazing internet for many informative reports. | encourage everyone to have a look and
ask themselves is rail delivery of Bakken something we should accept in our backyard?

As a retired federal regulator, University of California Radiation Safety Officer and independent
consultant, | can assure you that there is no lack of oversight in the packaging and shipment of
hazardous materials. The regulatory framework has been in place for many years and continues to be
refined and improved to minimize risk. As a resident of Benicia, lover of the California Delta and Valero
stock holder I'm confident the project can proceed with no significant increase in risk if:

1. The shipper of the crude oil (oil company) properly samples, analyses, characterizes, labels, loads,
closes and placards each batch of crude placed in a tank car.

2. The carrier (railroad company or Valero) only uses railroad tank cars that have been manufactured,
operated and maintained consistent with Department of Transportation (DOT-1232) design criteria.

3. The carrier establishes, implements and maintains compliance with laws, regulations and industry
standards governing operation, maintenance and use of the rails, and

4. Valero uses Best Available Control (BAC) technology to minimize fugitive emissions at the
proposed rail spur and off-loading rack.

These actions will not eliminate all risk, i.e. terrorism or malfeasance, but the consequences will be less
than those associated with shipping, in part because the volume contained in the proposed train is much
less than a ship.

Finally, | too would rather the refinery be located in someone else’s backyard. But if we use petroleum

products, shouldn’t we be willing to accept some of the risk and inconvenience for the benefit received by
all of us?

Greg Yuhas
790 West J

Benicia, CA 94510
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