
 

Benicians for a Safe and 

Healthy Community 

P.O. Box 622 
Benicia, CA  94510 

(707) 742-3597 
info@safebenicia.org 

SafeBenicia.org 
 

April 6, 2016 

Christina Ratcliffe, AICP 

Community Development Director 

City Hall 

250 East L Street, 

Benicia, California 94510 

 

Re:  Submission of Petition Signatures In  

        Opposition to Valero’s Crude by Rail Project 

 

Dear Ms. Ratcliffe: 

 

I am the Steering Committee Chairperson with Benicians for a Safe and Healthy Community 

(“BSHC”).  On Monday, April 4, 2016, during the City Council hearing to receive public comment 

on Valero’s proposed crude by rail project, BSHC presented petition signatures for all of the 

signatures we gathered during the pendency of this process.  As everyone saw, we had 

previously taped together the pages of signatures that were handwritten, put them on a roll 

(“Scroll Version”) and then unfurled that roll during BSHC’s portion of the public comment.  At 

the same time, we submitted a typewritten version for the record (“Typed Version”). 

 

Directly after that, not understanding that we had submitted the Typed Version for the record, 

City Staff presumed the Scroll Version was what we were going to submit, and attempted to 

physically pick-up the Scroll Version which was on the floor.  Roger Straw from BSHC and City 

staff both attempted to retrieve it at the same time, resulting in a minor struggle for 

possession.  Roger explained what was intended to be submitted and what wasn’t.  Staff argued 

with him but eventually gave back the Scroll Version.  The City’s presumption and resulting 

misunderstanding caused a minor disturbance during the City Council meeting which BSHC 

regrets.   

 

Yesterday, the Typed Version was uploaded to the City’s website.  However, on the cover it 

included the attached memorandum from City staff which states: 

 

A scroll of signed petitions was shown during the presentation which the 

representatives for Benicians for a Safe and Healthy Community refused to 

submit for the record. In its place, they submitted the following typed 

document and note for the record. Due to the fact that we could not 

examine the scroll, we cannot verify if the lists are the same. 
 

BSHC considers this memo to reflect a serious prejudice by staff against BHSC and a continuing 

bias in favor of Valero.  It misrepresents our intentions and the legitimacy of the document 

itself.  Staff has no right to include their thoughts about the document or how we wanted it to 

be presented for the record as a prelude to the submitted document itself. 





 

 

 

Christina Ratcliffe, AICP 

Page 3 
_______________________ 

 

 

 

CC:  Mayor Elizabeth Patterson 

        Vice Mayor Mark Hughes 

        Council Member Tom Campbell 

        Council Member Alan Schwartzman 

        Council Member Christina Strawbridge 

        City Manager Brad Kilger 

        City Attorney Heather McLaughlin 



 

 

                                                  
 
 

Community Development Department                                                                             
MEMORANDUM 

Date: April 5, 2016 
To:  Valero CBR File 
From:  Amy Million, Principal Planner 
Re:                Benicians for a Safe and Healthy Community Petition Submitted at 

City Council Meeting- April 4, 2016 
 
A scroll of signed petitions was shown during the presentation which the 
representatives for Benicians for a Safe and Healthy Community refused to 
submit for the record. In its place, they submitted the following typed document 
and note for the record. Due to the fact that we could not examine the scroll, 
we cannot verify if the lists are the same. 
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